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that firearms do not end up in the 
hands of those who cannot pass a sim-
ple background check. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OKANOGAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF FRANK ROGERS 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today, 
on National Law Enforcement Appre-
ciation Day, I rise to honor Frank Rog-
ers, who has served the public in his 
role as Okanogan County sheriff for the 
past 16 years. In his own words, Sheriff 
Rogers ‘‘bleeds cop.’’ 

He spent the past three decades in 
the northern part of my district work-
ing to improve his community and pro-
moting camaraderie among different 
law enforcement agencies. From solv-
ing burglaries and violent crime cases 
to helping evacuate those affected by 
devastating wildfires, Frank has been 
dedicated to his friends and neighbors. 
Also known as Sheriff Batman, he 
acted as a superhero for the people of 
Okanogan County. 

Sheriff Rogers signed off for the last 
time on December 31, and I know he is 
excited to spend more time with his 
wife, Minette, and his family. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating him on a successful career and 
wishing him all the best in the future. 

f 

REOPENING OF SHEA’S SENECA 
BUILDING 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, the storied Shea’s Seneca 
building on Seneca Street in South 
Buffalo reopens to the public after 18 
months of extensive renovations made 
possible by Federal and State historic 
tax credits. 

Built in 1929, the former movie the-
ater was the anchor of the once-thriv-
ing Seneca Street business district, and 
it will reopen this Thursday. The use of 
Federal historic tax credits added more 
than $1 million to this historic preser-
vation project. 

There is new hope and optimism 
about the future of Seneca Street be-
cause of the vision of developer Jake 
Schneider and his wise use of the Fed-
eral Historic Tax Credit program that 
made the Shea’s Seneca project a re-
ality. 

f 

CELEBRATING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
APPRECIATION DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today on Law En-
forcement Appreciation Day to com-

mend law enforcement officers 
throughout our Nation who answer the 
call to serve their communities. This 
day is designated annually on January 
9 to show support to our law enforce-
ment leaders in every community, in-
cluding our Capitol Police, who are 
with us here each and every day. 

Law enforcement officers face in-
creasingly difficult circumstances 
while working to serve and protect the 
public. It is a dangerous job, and, often, 
it is a thankless job. Our officers put 
on their uniforms each day knowing 
that they can be in harm’s way at any 
moment. They answer the call in times 
of distress, and they follow the rules 
and wear the badge proudly. 

Mr. Speaker, we must remember that 
our officers are mothers and fathers, 
sons and daughters, husbands and 
wives. They are humans, and they ar-
guably have one of the most difficult 
jobs in America. 

So today and each day, let’s honor 
our brothers and sisters in blue. Let’s 
thank them for the important work 
that they do to keep us all safe. 

f 
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump’s irresponsible shutdown is 
in its 19th day. America’s working fam-
ilies are bearing the brunt. 

In Illinois alone, more than 7,000 Fed-
eral workers are going without pay. 
Without a solution, more Americans, 
and our Nation’s economy, will suffer. 
Tax refunds that families depend on 
could be frozen or delayed. 

Nutrition assistance programs could 
be reduced. The Northern Illinois Food 
Bank is now dipping in to reserves to 
operate without USDA funding. 

Air travelers, already experiencing 
longer lines as TSA struggles to staff 
checkpoints with workers who aren’t 
being paid, will incur even longer 
delays. 

None of this is necessary. Last week, 
this new Congress passed bipartisan 
bills to fully reopen our government. 
This week we will pass them again, de-
partment by department. 

The President needs to stop holding 
our Federal agencies and the liveli-
hoods of thousands of families hostage. 
The Senate needs to take ‘‘yes’’ for an 
answer and vote to open the govern-
ment now. Then we can continue the 
debate on how best to secure our bor-
der. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
KEN SCHWEBEL 

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a constituent and a 

friend of mine, Mr. Ken Schwebel, of 
Mount Joy, Pennsylvania, who faith-
fully served as the chairman of the 
Keystone Chapter of Associated Build-
ers and Contractors in 2018. Ken also 
currently serves as the president of the 
Witmer Group, a leading regional ma-
sonry company. 

Ken led the Keystone ABC Chapter 
through many milestones during his 
time as chair. Under his leadership, the 
chapter chartered its first-ever college 
student chapter from Millersville Uni-
versity, and also taught middle-school 
children more about construction 
through two Construction War pro-
grams. 

The chapter also had a record num-
ber of participants in networking 
events, and had the largest enrollment 
in its apprenticeship program under 
Ken’s leadership. 

I would like to congratulate and 
thank Ken for his service to the con-
struction industry and to our commu-
nity. 

f 

WE CAN DO BETTER 
(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, today, on 
Twitter, President Trump threatened 
to withhold FEMA disaster money 
from California. 

Mr. Speaker, maybe the President 
doesn’t know what FEMA disaster 
funding goes for. It helps rebuild 
homes. It helps folks rebuild schools, 
hospitals. 

Maybe the President doesn’t know 
that we have suffered devastating 
wildfires in California. We have lost 
close to 28,000 structures. We have had 
billions of dollars of damage. Close to 
my district, 14,000 homes were lost. 

Mr. Speaker, what makes America 
great is when our neighbors, our fellow 
countrymen suffer a tragedy, we come 
together as a Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, what I find disgusting is 
that the President seems to lack the 
compassion to know that fellow Ameri-
cans are suffering right now. 

Mr. Speaker, we can do better than 
that. 

f 

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
DAY 

(Mr. MITCHELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to address the House on National 
Law Enforcement Day. 

I am not sure we are all aware of the 
demands and risks that the men and 
women in uniform face every day when 
they go out to work. They respond to 
the call always, every day, in bad 
weather, in disasters, at huge risk. 

They often don’t know what to ex-
pect, but they respond. They respond 
to domestic violence. They respond in 
issues of drug trafficking. They re-
spond when there are bullets flying, 
and they do it without hesitation. 
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